
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
January 4, 2026 

 

Gathering    

 Welcome and Announcements 

 Chiming of the Trinity 

 Prelude                                                                                            Emily Wallace 

             “We Are Marching in the Light of God” – arr. Sandra Eithun 
 

*Opening Prayer 
 

*Opening Hymn          I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light           UMH #206 
 

*Passing of the Peace         
 

*Hymn of Worship                         He Touched Me                            UMH #367 
 

 Prayers of the People 
 

 Offering  

 Offertory                         “Lead Me, Lord” – arr. Fred Bock          Emily Wallace 

*Doxology                                                                                                 UMH #95 

 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                             UMH #881 

*Gloria Patri                                                                                             UMH #70 
 

*Psalter                                     Psalm 51: 1-17                                 UMH #785 
 

 Scripture                                                                                 Ephesians 4: 14-24 

 Sermon                    A New Start – A Renewed Beginning              Don Hocker 
 

*Discipleship Hymn                  He Leadeth Me                                 UMH #128 
 

* Benediction                                                                      

*Congregational Response           Spirit of the Living God                UMH #393 

  Spirit of the living God, fall a-fresh on me. 

  Spirit of the living God, fall a-fresh on me. 

  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

  Spirit of the living God, fall a-fresh on me. 
 

*Postlude                                                                                        Emily Wallace 

                       ”Jesus Is All the World to Me” – arr. Mark Hayes        

 
                                          *Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

 

 

                                Prayer Concerns 
 

Please pray for the world, the church, the UMC, First UMC, 

all who hold leadership positions, and the following persons: 
 

Bruce Sumerel     Jane Rogers  

Frances Steinacker  Betty & Ron Burnside  

Jane Stroud   Patsy Braswell  

Nedra Walker   Calvin Culbertson 

Betty Jo Templeton  Kathy Priest 

Shot Taylor    The Wargo Family 

Doris Bolt    Sheryl Reith           

 

                                 MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

Bruce Sumerel, M.D. – NHC of Laurens, 379 Pinehaven St. Ext., Rm. 113 

Betty & Ron Burnside – c/o Timothy Burnside, 569 Saddle Ridge Dr., 

Bethlehem, GA 30620-2042                                           

      
 

         Thank You! 
      A special “Thank You” to our own Certified Lay Speaker, Don Hocker,  

who will be preaching for Pastor Gray this morning. 
 

 

 

Staff Members            Emails: @firstmethodistlaurens.org 

Pastor: Gray Stallworth          pastor@ 

Secretary: Karen Reeder  contact@ 

Financial Secretary: Lucy Crowder finance@            

Accompanist:  Emily Wallace                  pedalstomper1685@gmail.com 

Custodian: Lillie Philson                                                             

Ministers: Congregation  

Ushers: Buck Crabtree, Sam Howell 

Nursery Helpers for January: Joanne Thomason, Sissy Taylor 
 

 

 

 

 

                           

                          



                                           FOOD BANK 

                               Tues. & Thurs. Noon-2PM                        

                            Please Consider Supporting by  

                       Marking Your Donation “Food Bank”                             
 

 

                     REMINDER 

 Just a reminder that everyone is asked to bring  

 canned goods to the Altar during Communion  

 every first Sunday of each month. 

** Special Note: Communion will be observed on Jan. 11, 2026  

which is our Wesley Covenant Renewal service. 
 

 

 

                         FRI. LUNCH BUNCH 

** Meet at local restaurants at 11:30am.  

For out-of-town restaurants, please call  

Jane Stroud or Sissy Taylor to carpool. 
 

 

Jan. 2026 

Jan. 2  Wilson’s Curb Market, Clinton 

Jan. 9  Eggs Up Grill, Laurens 

Jan. 16  Applebee’s, Simpsonville 

Jan. 23  Groucho’s Deli, Laurens 

Jan. 30  The Alcove, Greenwood 
 

 

 

                             Offering Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings 

                           Place in offering plates as they come by, 

                       Mail to:   P.O. Box 203, Laurens, SC 29360 

                                    Or Text “BOLD” to 73256    
 

 

       CONNECT WITH US   ONLINE 
Worship: Sundays at 10:30am  firstmethodistlaurens.org  

Office Hrs.: M-Th. 8:30am-3pm    Facebook   Twitter   

Phone #: 864-984-7696             Instagram   YouTube 
 

Pastoral Emergency Phone #: 

** (After Hours and on Weekends) **    864-334-8561 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church 
West Main Street 

Laurens, South Carolina 
 

Sunday, January 4, 2026 
 

 
 

Welcome! 
At First United Methodist Church 

we challenge each other to be BOLD, 

to step out in faith as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

Rev. Gray Stallworth 

Pastor 

http://firstmethodistlaurens.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistLaurens/
https://twitter.com/firstumclaurens
https://www.instagram.com/firstumclaurens/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgPRWPQGPtvuSqgz8qKRd1A


                      Announcements 
 

 

 

JENNIFER ROTHSCHILD EVENT 
     The Morning Glories Bible Study group has loved 

our previous studies with Jennifer Rothschild and 

Kelly Minter.  This is an opportunity to see them 

“live” in Spartanburg on Friday, March 20th from 

7p.m. - 9:30 p.m. at First Baptist Church in 

Spartanburg.  Tickets will range somewhere around $40.   

If interested in more information, sign-up by  

January 11th on the bulletin board outside the  

Church Office. 
 

 

 

 

MORNING GLORIES RESUMES 
      The New Year is always a wonderful time for 

reflecting on the past and looking forward with 

excitement to a new year and new routine. I hope that 

one of your resolutions or goals for 2026 will be to join 

us in Bible Study. We will begin on Mon., Jan. 12th  

at 10:30am in the Conference Room. 
 

 

 

 

                                                   KINGDOM KRAFTERS 
     The Kingdom Krafters will be 

meeting on Sat., Jan. 17th from 

10am to 12pm. In the Fellowship 

Hall.  The craft will be lotion 

making and we will be planning 

the years activities.  There will be  

                            NO charge for the supplies.   

Please sign-up on the bulletin board outside the church office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       More Announcements Continued on the Other Side 
 

 

 

Start Your Engines  

for the  

Souper Speed-way 

Challenge!  
   

   The FUMC Food Bank is gearing up for the "Greatest Race Against 

Hunger," and we need you in the driver’s seat!  From January 12 

through February 15, we are launching a "Souper Speed-way 

Challenge" with a goal to collect 500 cans of soup to stock our shelves 

for the winter.  Help us hit the finish line by the time the flag drops for 

the Daytona 500! Visit our website, Facebook page or the hallway for 

weekly "standing" updates as we race toward our 500-can goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


