
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
January 25, 2026 

 

Gathering    

 Welcome and Announcements 

 Chiming of the Trinity 

 Prelude                                                                                            Emily Wallace 

                  “Jesus Loves Me/Claire de Lune” – arr. Fred Bock 
 

*Call to Worship 

 How precious is the steadfast love of God. 

 All people may take refuge in the shadow of God’s embrace. 

 Christ is the fountain of life. 

 In Christ we behold the Light of God. 
 

*Opening Prayer 
 

*Opening Hymn                        To God Be the Glory                            UMH #98 
 

*Passing of the Peace         
 

 Sacrament of Baptism                                                                             UMH #39 
 

*Hymn of Worship                       Jesus Loves Me                              UMH #191 
 

 Prayers of the People 
 

 Offering  

 Offertory                   “Cleansing Fountain” – arr. Lani Smith      Emily Wallace 

*Doxology                                                                                                 UMH #95 

 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                             UMH #881 

*Gloria Patri                                                                                             UMH #70 
 

*Psalter Reading                              Psalm 27                                   UMW #758 
 

 Scripture                                                                                             John 2: 1-11 

 Sermon                              Transformative Generosity   Pastor Gray Stallworth 
 

*Discipleship Hymn                 Make Me a Servant                       TFWS #2176 
 

* Benediction                                                                      

*Congregational Response           Spirit of the Living God                UMH #393 

  Spirit of the living God, fall a-fresh on me. 

  Spirit of the living God, fall a-fresh on me. 

  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

  Spirit of the living God, fall a-fresh on me. 
 

*Postlude                                                                                         Emily Wallace 

                   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” – arr. Matt Hyzer 

 
                                       *Please stand if you are able. 

                                Prayer Concerns 
 

Please pray for the world, the church, the UMC, First UMC, 

all who hold leadership positions, and the following persons: 
 

Bruce Sumerel     Jane Rogers  

Frances Steinacker  Betty Burnside  

Jane Stroud   Doris Bolt 

Nedra Walker   Calvin Culbertson 

Betty Jo Templeton  Kathy Priest 

Shot Taylor    Sheryl Reith           Lori Weston 
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to: 

• Betty Burnside & Family on the death of her husband, Dr. Ronald D. 

Burnside. 
 

                                 MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

Jane Rogers – 109 Wedgewood Dr., Laurens, SC 29360 

Frances Steinacker – c/o Sam Steinacker, 17004 Greenwood Ave., 

Cleveland, OH 44111-3901   
 

 

                                                   MEMORIALS 
 

In Memory of: Patsy M. Braswell 

 Given by: Emil & Mary Lou Finley; Randy & Kelly Hillmann, Jane Stroud 
 

In Memory of: Dr. Ronald D. Burnside  Given by: Jane Stroud 
 

In Memory of: James Thomas “Jimmy” Rambo, Sr. 

      Given by: Emil & Mary Lou Finley; Randy & Kelly Hillmann 
 

 

              SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
     We are pleased to observe the Sacrament of Baptism this morning for  

Ryker Barron Smith and Riggs Bennett Smith.  They are the sons of Hope 

Spencer and the grandchildren of Ron & Noel Spencer. 
 

 

Staff Members            Emails: @firstmethodistlaurens.org 

Pastor: Gray Stallworth          pastor@ 

Secretary: Karen Reeder  contact@ 

Financial Secretary: Lucy Crowder finance@            

Accompanist:  Emily Wallace                  pedalstomper1685@gmail.com 

Custodian: Lillie Philson                                                             

Ministers: Congregation  

Lay Liturgist: Randy Hillmann 

Ushers: Tracie Church, Sam Howell 

Nursery Helpers for January: Joanne Thomason, Sissy Taylor 



      THE ANN P. AND MARION McMILLAN FUND 

     This fund was established in 2000 by Marion L. McMillan, Jr. in honor of 

his mother and in memory of his father.  The purpose of the fund is to help the 

poor, sick, or needy residents of Laurens County with financial assistance 

grants up to $500 per year for a person or family.  During 2025, 36 grants 

provided $6,080.00 in assistance. Since its inception, 384 grants have 

provided $99,212.00 in assistance. For 2026, $10,891.00 is available for 

financial assistance grants.  Contact the Pastor if you are aware of a person 

or family that might benefit from these funds. 
 

 

                                          FOOD BANK 

                               Tues. & Thurs. Noon-2PM                        

                            Please Consider Supporting by  

                       Marking Your Donation “Food Bank”                             
 

                     REMINDER 

 Just a reminder that everyone is asked to bring  

 canned goods to the Altar during Communion  

 every first Sunday of each month. 
 

 

                         FRI. LUNCH BUNCH 

** Meet at local restaurants at 11:30am.  

For out-of-town restaurants, please call  

Jane Stroud or Sissy Taylor to carpool. 
 

Jan. 2026 

Jan. 23  Groucho’s Deli, Laurens 

Jan. 30  The Alcove, Greenwood 
 

Feb. 2026 

Feb. 6  Lee’s BBQ, Waterloo 

Feb. 13  Blue Ocean, Clinton – (Opens @ 1 p.m.) 

Feb. 20  Dempsey’s Pizza, Clinton 

Feb. 27  House of Pizza, Laurens 
 

 

                             Offering Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings 

                           Place in offering plates as they come by, 

                       Mail to:   P.O. Box 203, Laurens, SC 29360 

                                    Or Text “BOLD” to 73256    
 

       CONNECT WITH US   ONLINE 
Worship: Sundays at 10:30am  firstmethodistlaurens.org  

Office Hrs.: M-Th. 8:30am-3pm    Facebook   Twitter   

Phone #: 864-984-7696             Instagram   YouTube 
 

Pastoral Emergency Phone #: 

** (After Hours and on Weekends) **    864-334-8561 

 

First United Methodist Church 
West Main Street 

Laurens, South Carolina 
 

Sunday, January 25, 2026 
 

 
 

Welcome! 
At First United Methodist Church 

we challenge each other to be BOLD, 

to step out in faith as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

Rev. Gray Stallworth 

Pastor 

http://firstmethodistlaurens.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistLaurens/
https://twitter.com/firstumclaurens
https://www.instagram.com/firstumclaurens/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgPRWPQGPtvuSqgz8qKRd1A


          Announcements 
 

 

 

 

MORNING GLORIES BIBLE STUDY 
      The Morning Glories Bible study will meet on Mon., 

Jan. 26th in the Conference at 10:30 a.m. The video will 

cover the first nine chapters of Proverbs.  All ladies of 

the church are invited to join us. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 
     Please join us for a Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper on Tuesday, February 17 at 6:00p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Sponsored and prepared by the 

Men of FUMC. 

 

 
 

 

 

              ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN PILGRIMAGE 
     The churches on West Main Street 

come together for Ash Wednesday and 

a series of luncheons/devotions during 

Lent.  On Wednesday, February 18, we 

gather at noon at the Episcopal Church for worship.  

Lunch will follow immediately after here at FUMC!!  On February 25, 

we’ll again gather here for lunch and a devotion at noon.  We move to 

First Baptist Church for lunch/devotion on March 4 and 11!  Then we 

will conclude the lunch/devotion at First Presbyterian Church on 

March 18 and 25! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

    

      Start Your Engines  

                for the  

Souper Speed-way Challenge!  
   

   A massive shout-out to the American Legion Post 25 for 

their incredible "pit stop" last week—they delivered a 

staggering 750 cans of soup to the FUMC Food Bank! 

This huge boost has us in the lead and ready for the next 

level. However, the Race Isn't Over! Because this community 

is so fast, we are officially ending Stage 1 and moving into 

Stage 2. Our new "Super-Speedway" goal is 1,050 cans—

one can for every single mile raced during Daytona 

Speedweeks! Drop off soup cans here at the church before 

February 15!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 
   

 


